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The moſt Remarkable Pro. 


ceedings at the late 
ASSIZES 
A T | 


Northampron. 


Conteyming T ruely and Fully, 
The Tryals, Confeſsions, and Execution 
| Moſt Aiſchievous V Pitch, 
| Of a 4 Notorious High way-man, 
| | Barbarons Murdereſs, 


The Fult being Mary Forfter,who by witcheraftdeſtroyed abtove 30 
Sheep belonging to one Foſeph. icedon , indatterwards burned io 
the ground lus Dwelling-houſe , and TK@E darns , full cf 
Corn and Hay : Tohis Damage abov&3E ith he © t.1- 
fion of the FaR, how, and why the did i%2andartinghim for- 
givenc(s ſcr the ſarce. And a Vonderful Exp ranger t 
velſa Skill ſhewea in the Go2L aſter (he was Candemnneds”” 

The Secone a High-way-man,wro tad been 14 rinjes ifGoat;and 
before his Deach difcove: e.l ſev: ral ochers., "7 

The Third a Young Wench thar Killed xr Child, withthe Strange 
Means how rhe ſame was Diſcovered,and tier Penitent Bc havicur 

- atthe Execution. 
| Who all ſuffered at Vcrthampton atcrelaid, Saturday, 4u0.2 2+ 1674- . 
= + Prinzed for Nathaniel Savge ,  J_ 
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Northampton Aſsizes ; 
OF 


Witchcraft, Rebbery on the High- 
way, and Murther, &c, 


He Afſizes being holden at the Town of 
| Northampton, for that County , on the 


; 18th, of Auguſt, Inſtant, Amongſt other 
I Criminals there brought ro their ſeveral 
Tryal-, one Mary Forſler was indifted for Wiech- 
craft, and alſo for Fellony, vpon the ſtature againſt bur- 
ning of Houſes, her caſe after a long debate, and ful 
heariag of Evidence appeared to be thus. | 
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This Woman aged ſomewhar above” fifty years, 
larcly lived ar a place calle] Efroar neer Foſters-booth 
in Northamprtonthire, being Vic to an Honeſt poor 
Maa there, by profeſſion a Tranfluor, or meander of 
Shooes ; near ant» hc lived one Joſeph Weedon , a 
Farmer of gooil avility or repute , being generally re- 
tpeated and b{-!oved as well 25 molt in rhe Countrey. 
It nap2ed that lait Spring ehis Man keeping @ conti- 
dcrable ſtock of Sheep ſeveral of them were drooping, 
and like ro dye as 'tis ſuppoſed of the rot, bur being 
willing to make what might be of themhe cauſ'd them 
to be killed in time,and ſeveral poor people for cheap- 
neſs-were very glad to be his Cuſtomers for his Mut- 
ton 3 amongſt rhe reſt this Gaminer Forſter came 
for a Quarterof ir, but wou!dgive bur Twelve-pence 
for that waich he askt Fourtcen- pence for,or he would 
not let her have that pare which (he deſired , ſo that 
they did not agree, bur (he went mutrering away , be- 
ing heard to fay theſe Words. You had Veen berrer 
ler me have it, for you (hall have more Mungon ſhort- 
ly 4 upon your hands then you know what ro do 
witi, 

And accordingly the next morning he found no lets 
than ſeven of the belt and foundeft Sheep he had lying 
ina miſerable condition , with all theis Leggs broken 
tO pieces in ſeveral places, the next night more were 
ſerved in the fame manner, and the Night after that 
AiHt more ; ſo that in four or five nights ſpace he had 
above thirty good Sheep thus ſtrangely deftroyed : 
Whereupen he was adviſed by ſome that fuſpected ir 
to be done by Witch-crafr, to take one of theſe FP 

whoſe 
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whoſe bones were fo broken, and ſhattcred whilt” 
it was alive, and burn, for that (according to their tra- 
dition) would make the VVirch come to the place , 
char ſo they might know who was the Authour of the 
Miſchicf ; this is moſt certain whilit the Sheep was 
burning;this Gammer Forſter (though ir is not known 
or believed (he had any buſincfs there or that way } 
came up to the hire, and asked them what they were 
doing, which the remembrance of ker former threat- 
ning words, confirming the Farmer in his ſuſpirions of 
her, he (accordirg toarother old obſervation) endea- 
voured to draw blood of her by ſcratching her , bur 
finding his nails not ſharp enough for that ſervice , he 
in his palſion cut her over the hand with his knife, and 
thereby made aſmall wound, which for want of look- 
inz after in few days rankled, and ſhe threatned ro ſue 
him for the damage z wherevpon he agreed to give hcr 
wwenty ſhillings, which ſhe had no ſooner received, 
but (he boaſted among? the Neighbourt 009, that ir 
was the devil in het ſhape that received irof V Veedon, 
and that now ſhe had thereby powc r to do him further 
miſchief, which about ewo days after ſhe put in Exe- 
cution , one of his Barns which ood fome diſtance 
from his Houſe, and was full of Hay, bcing on @ fud- 
d'n ſcr on fire, althoughthere was no &re known to 
be near it before, but being timely d ſcovered and the 
Netghbours called in was for the preſent quenched, 
but ewo days though it were kept watcht by ſeveral 
perſons, it was nobody conld imagine how fer on fire. 

again and burnt down tothe ground, 
Some time after this he had another greater Barn 
| nearer ' 
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nearer to his houſe, and full of Corngſet on fire ſeveral 
times, and pur out as ofren, keeping above rwenty per- 
ſons continually to watch it, and fearing that his houtfe 
might be {cr on fice ſuddenly ro the danger of their 
lives, he removed with his Family ro another Houle, 
and continucd our of it above rhree_weeks , during 
which tim? there was no fireing of diſturbance , ſo 
rat he hopeing the danger paſt returned, but the fourth 
day afterwards this great Barn was again ſcr on fire 
{o furiouſly that there was no ſtopping of it , bur-it 
caught hold of the dwelling houſe too,and burnt them 
down to the ground, with the moſt part of his Toc, the 
poor Mans damage above three hundred pounds, be- 
Gdcs his diſappointment of an Habitation, &c. 

In the mean time this V.Voman being violently 
ſuſpeRed was ſeveral rimes examined before a Juſtice 
of the peace,but would as firſt confeſs nothing : howe- 
ver the was ordered to be ſearched by a Jury of Vo- 
men, who afhirmed that ſhe had five hc ſtrange aud 
unuſual excreſcencies which appeared exaQtly like a 
_— Teart, and ſeemed to be uſually ſucke by-ſome- 
thing. 

Feing carryed again before the Iuſtice, after a long 
Examination (he did confeſs, that (he fired the afore- 
ſaid Barn, and being asked how , ſhe replyed that 
ſhe lighted Touchwood, and rhe Devil carryed her:up 
by the Arms tothe top of the Roof , and there with 
her Touchwood ſhe ſet fire in the Thatch.,. ſhe like- 
wiſc did acknowledge that-ſhe deftroyed his Sheep, 
and that ſhe had ſeveral Confederates hereabouts, bur 
refuſed to diſcover any of rhem, Hereupon ſhe was 

commued 
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| FNorthampto$ Goal, where Mr. VVecdon 
ſeveral times vifited her , rowhom ſhe acknowledged 


denyibg her another thing another time, ſaying he had 
none of it, however ſhe deſired his forgivenefs, 8&c. 
Ar her tryal ſhe ſaid little, but deny'd her being a 
VVitch,yert ſeemed to confels that ſhe had done what 
(he ſtood charged with: whereupon, and on her former 


* confeffion ſhe was condemned to be kanged , though 


(ſhe moſt defired to be burnt,alledging tar it the were 
not,there would more prejudice happen to Mr. V Ve - 
don,. who replyed ,. that he pitried ter cond:uan, the 
mitt ſuffer as the Law-had ardered, and tor his own 
part he would pur his cruſt in God , whom he Foped 
would keep him againſt the malice of Hell. 

After Sentence a Citizen of London teing there 
went out of curicſity to viſit hcr as{carce believing any 
ſuch thiag as V Vitches in nature, after much ducourle 
he defir'd her to ſhew himſome trick,or experiment of 
her $kill, which at laſt ſhe condiſcended , bidding him 
geta large Baſon,bur be ſure not wet ir, he going one 
wets a baſon on purpoſe, & wiping it dry again, brings 
ir,(he gers in it ſtanding upright, & atrer themnetering 
a ſew unknown words, was catried feveraltiaes ropad 
the room, & at laſt upche chimney, bur being about half 
way up,the baſon fell down, and ſhe after it withote 
hurr,bur (calded ar the Gentleman for wearing its ſay» 
ig that otherwiſe (he had gor clear out of the chimny- 


Azthe Place of Execution ſhe weuld not ſpeak a 


word ,: ſave. onely to deſire that her hands might no 
be Tye; and ſoſhe wretchedly finithed her lifc.. 


the injury ſhe had done himythatit was in revenge not = 
only for refuſing to let her have the Mutton,” bur. fos 
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- went by ſeveral Names, dic lad ſeveral Ind 
- gainſt him, for 
- was Convicted by evident Progt; "He confeſt heat 
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Robing on che Hipgh-way, on 


been Fourrecn t'mes in Goal , and after che Sentence 


- upon Private Examination, *tis ſaid he diſcovered fe- 
-vgralother High-way-men, Ar his Deatyheſcemed 
very peniteat, and declared that whar Confeſsion Fe 


had before made in private, was true in all reſpetts.”'-/ 
The Third was a Young VVetich thar- being new 
come ro a Service, one day as her Dame and ſhe were 


waſhing a Buck , complained very much of her beirg 


Il, and che cupon-wem upiato a Chamber jo Lye 
down, where the was delivered of a*Baſtard Ch.t4, 


which ſhe. pretended was (till Born, bur however, rhe 


Law makes it Death in ſuchcaſe, to go abourro con: 
ceal ir , which ſhe didby wraping irup in her Apron, 
and flingivg ir. up over che Bedſteafter, which was nar 
done {0 cuningly-;-but thar ſhe left the Apronſtrings 
hanging down, which her Dame afterwaras coming 
Ovv 


roſce her, obſerving, andthinbing irhad been's 


Apronaccidentallyeſcaped the VVaſh. putldic dovvn, 
and therein, ro her grear amazement, found the Mur- 
thered Infant. Gro renin, ner 

. This Girl ſeemed ſeriouſly to rept her of this a+ 
borninable V Vickedhnefy, bur vyher (hercame tothe 
place of Execution, vvas not eaftly perſuaded'rg for. 
give One Lolomos char vvas appointed for rhe Execu- 
rioner, alled - hoe! #/ niade roHer, be- 
ing before ht in ape. = - it rg taſt 
ſhe vvas prevailed vvith!,- neva freely Totgivzhum, 
and ſo ſuffered according toSenrence,- 4t 
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